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AMBASSADOR BUNKER, KATHMANDU SAIGON, 03. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR 


HENRY A. 


(BUNKER) 

KISSINGER 


REF: WHS 2298 

|. THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESS AGE • 

\ 

2. THIEU'S REACTION TO NEWS OF RESUMPTION OF MEETINGS WAS TYPICALLY 
INEXPRESSIVE AS SO OFTEN IS THE CASE WITH HIM. AFTER TRANSMITTING 
MESSAGE VERBALLY I GAVE HIM MEMORANDUM COVERING INFORMATION AND TEXT’ 
OF PROPOSED ANNOUNCEMENT. HE READ MEMORANDUM, UNDERLINING PARTS OF 
IT AND THANKED ME BUT MADE NO FURTHER COMMENT. 

3. IN BRIEF SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION I REMARKED ON GREATLY IMPROVED 

* » 

POSTURE OF GVN FORCES COMPARED TO SITUATION IN OCTOBER AND THE 
RELATIVELY WEAKER CONDITION OF THE ENEMY. HE AGREED THIS WAS TRUE 


BUT SAID ENEMY WAS CONSERVING HIS FORCES FOR ANOTHER MAJOR EFFORT 
BEFORE A CEASE-FIRE. I REPLIED THAT ENEMY INTENTIONS WERE ONE THING 

s- 

BUT CAPABILITY WAS ANOTHER AND OUR ESTIMATE IS THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE 

# > , " 

' • * „ * * * * ► , 

THE ABILITY TO MOUNT A MAJOR UNDERTAKING AT THIS TIME. THIEU WAS 
RELAXED AND FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT OUR MEETING. 

A. I UNDERSTAND NECESSITY OF AVOIDING ANY COMMENT OR APPEARANCE OF 
GLOATING OVER GETTING NEGOTIATIONS STARTED AND HAVE ISSUED STRICT 


INSTRUCTIONS ACCORDINGLY TO ALL ELEMENTS OF THE MISSION, CIVILIAN AND 

1 • , . i , ... - 

MILITARY,, AflD HAVE ASKED WEYAND AND WHITEHOUSE TO FOLLOW UP IN MY 


ABSENCE. 

; :».r „■ * 

5. CAROL AND I WISH YOU COULD BE HERE WITH US AND SEND WARMEST 

' ' V 


REGARDS. 


SOME DAY YOU MUST MAKE IT 
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